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MARY ANNE FRIEND’S DIARY 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.05 am]: I am pleased to inform the 
house that an object of great Australian and Western Australian significance will be returning to the state after 
the State Library of Western Australia was successful in obtaining Mrs Mary Anne Friend’s diary at a Christie’s 
auction of Australian art in London last week. Mary Anne Friend’s diary contains one of the few eyewitness 
accounts of the establishment of the Swan River settlements at Perth and Fremantle in early 1830. The journal is 
illustrated with Mrs Friend’s own sketches and contains three hitherto unknown and unpublished watercolours of 
Fremantle, which are some of the earliest images depicting this settlement, as well as two manuscript charts of 
rivers of the region, probably drawn by Mary’s husband, Captain Matthew Friend. 

In 1829 Captain Matthew Friend was commissioned privately by the merchants Gale and Company to command 
the ship Wanstead to take free migrants to the Swan River Colony and Hobart. Mary Anne Friend compiled the 
journal while she accompanied him to the Swan River Colony. The section written during 30 January to 19 
March 1830 is the most significant to Western Australia, and the journal is full of interesting anecdotes about 
day-to-day life on board ship and ashore, the crew and passengers, all of which enrich our understanding of early 
emigration and settlement. The journal’s provenance is impeccable; it has remained in the Friend family since 
Mary Anne’s death in 1838.  
Items such as these are rarely offered for public sale, so we are pleased that the diary will now be kept in a public 
collection and made available for research and display. The total cost of securing the journal was $196 041. The 
State Library will pay $115 000 towards the purchase, with the remainder coming from the Australian 
government through the national cultural heritage account fund to assist with the acquisition of the diary for 
safekeeping and display in the State Library’s archive collection. A portion of the State Library’s acquisitions 
budget is earmarked each year for the acquisition of unexpected and highly significant items such as this, and the 
State Library of Western Australia Foundation raised money to contribute to the State Library’s allocation. The 
State Library is now working on the return of the diary to Western Australia so that it can be prepared for public 
viewing as soon as possible. I am pleased the State Library has secured the valuable diary of Mary Anne Friend, 
ensuring that it will stay in Western Australia in a publicly accessible collection. 
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